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bayoneted such of its occupants as did not surrender. A similar story'of attack by the Germans south of the Ypres-Menin road, with penetration of our lines, marked Saturday, the 14th. This was a better day for the French, who attacked successfully and gained ground near Wytschaete. Elsewhere the Germans were busy on this day, as on the previous day, in shelling towns, villages and roads behind our lines, evidently deeming it desirable to discourage the advent of reinforcements.
Among the towns thus favoured was Ypres itself, and in so far as tho bombardment there was to check the reinforcement of our line it was legitimate warfare. But it soon became apparent that the wanton, fury of disappointment was tho chief motive which pointed the German guns. So long as they sa\\ a prospect of a dramatic triumph for the Kaiser among the mediaeval beauties of the Flemish city the Germans spared, as far as possible, the Cloth Hall and the Cathedral, and they did not send incendiary shells into it. As hope vanished incendiary shells began to be used, and they were especially directed upon the city's glorious monuments. This vandalism (to anticipate a few days) was particularly noticeable on November 22 and 23, when the Germans poured a stream of shell into the market square, having, it is
said, brought up for the purpose a train armed with heavy guns, used under the direction of a Cciptive balloon. It was then that the Cloth Hall and the Cathedral were set ablaze, and when they were seen to be demolished the German artillery ceased shelling that quarter.
In the thirteenth eentiiry Ypres had been the wealthiest town of Flanders ; its population was estimated at 200,000. Out of the profits acquired from the constant activity of 4,000 looms its citizens between 1200 and 1304 had created the three-storied Cloth Hall, which was the finest municipal building of the Middle Ages in Belgium. The main facade was 433 feet long. From its centre sprang the square belfry 230 feet high, and one side of the vast building was flanked by the Nieuwerk, a beautiful Renaissance erection of the seventeenth ceutury. As Mr. Souttar has well remarked, the only building which we have at all comparable to the Cloth Hall is the Palace of Westminster.
The interior of the Hall, whose upper storey consisted of three huge galleries with timber ceilings, was decorated in places by mural paintings. Home dating from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. During the last fifty years the walls had been embellished with frescoes from the brush of distinguished
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A WINTER  SCENE.